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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the House of Representatives of
the State of Illinois wsh to congratulate The Centralia
Foundation on the occasion of the <celebration of 1its 60th

anni versary on Thursday, Septenber 25, 2003; and

WHEREAS, The Centralia Foundation was started in January
of 1943 by Verne E. Joy; the foundation was established wth
an initial donation of $9,000 for the purpose of building a
pl ace of natural beauty that could benefit both young and
young at heart; through the benevol ence of M. Joy and his
enthusiasm for this dream others were encour aged to
participate in what was to becone a perpetual gift to the

comunity of Centralia; and

VWHEREAS, In January of 1946, WM. Joy purchased and
donated a parcel of land amunting to 73 acres that was
| ocated 10 bl ocks east of downtown Centralia; a second piece
of ground was attained in May when Caroline M Robnett gave
her famly farm 40 acres that nei ghbored the Joy ground to
the northwest; in June of +the sane vyear, Dr. Carl Hal
donated a 35 acre tract of land that lay to the north and

east of the 2 preceding |land contributions; and

VWHEREAS, 1In the year follow ng, nore | and was acquired;
the I ands nmerged and through contributed funds, the Centralia
Foundati on Parks System was begun; a firmof park architects
out of St. Louis, Mssouri, drew up a master plan that would
enphasi ze the natural aspects of the proposed park; included
in the new park were stone entrance piers, bridges, and

nunerous rustic shelters; and

WHEREAS, Through the vyears, the park has grown and
flourished; its boundaries now contain 235 acres of preserved
par k gr ounds; t hr oughout t he park, the enphasis on

mai ntai ning a natural appearance is evident; the park is
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privately owned, privately funded, yet open to the public,
free of charge; it includes a carillon park with a 160 foot
tall carillon tower, which is one of the largest in the
world; a $6,000,000 recreation conplex; and a youth

activities center; and

VWHEREAS, The Centralia Foundation is governed by a
7- menber trustee boar d; al | trustees serve W thout
conpensation; the board al so provides scholarships of well
over $100,000 annually; the m ssion of the Foundation is to
devel op and gui de philanthropy to neet the ongoi ng, changing,
and energi ng needs of the people of Centralia and surroundi ng
communities, and to be a responsible steward to its donors
and of its endowrents; the vision of the Foundation is that
through the generosity of its citizens, Centralia and
surrounding communities wll experience an inproved, even

exceptional, quality of life; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratulate the Centralia Foundation Board on t he
occasion of its 60th anniversary celebration; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the Centralia Foundation as an expression of our
respect and esteem and with many w shes for continued success

inits m ssion.
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